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RFI # 2456 – Establishing New York’s First State-Owned Veterans Cemetery 
 

 

 
Attachment 1 

 
RFI # 2456 - Respondent Response & Information Form 

 
Please complete all questions herein. Do not leave blanks. 

 
Section 1.1: Respondent Information 
 
Respondent Name:  
 
Respondent Address:  
 
New York State Vendor ID Number (if none, write “none”):  
 
Name of Respondent’s Primary Point of Contact:  
 
Address of Respondent’s Primary Point of Contact:  
 
Telephone Number of Respondent’s Primary Point of Contact:  
 
E-mail Address of Respondent’s’ Primary Point of Contact:  
 
Section 1.2: Respondent Information — Specific to Solicitation 
 
Size of the land available for purchase (in acres):  
 
 
 
Number of gravesites that could be established upon this property:  
 
 
 
Number of interments that could occur annually upon this property:  
 
 
 
 
 

rcwoodford
Text Box
rcwoodford@co.chenango.ny.us
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Describe the types of interments that could occur upon this property (e.g., 
whether the site would be open for the interment of urns as well as caskets): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the transportation accessibility to the cemetery by Veterans, their 
families, and members of the public:  
 
 
 
 
 
State the estimated cost to New York State for acquiring this land, if any, and 
describe the rationale that was used to provide this cost estimate:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
State the estimated cost to New York State for constructing a cemetery upon this 
property and describe the rationale that was used to provide this cost estimate:  
  
 
 
 
 
 
State the estimated annual cost to New York State for operating a cemetery upon 
this property, including but not limited to all maintenance costs and staffing costs, 
and describe the rationale that was used to provide the cost estimate:  
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Describe the scalability of a cemetery upon this site for future growth and 
expansion: 
 
 
 
 

 
Describe the realistic potential for funding for a cemetery upon this site from 
federal, State, local, and private sector sources:  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Discuss the population of Veterans and family members of Veterans who would 
be best served by this site, including but not limited to data about the average 
population age within a 75-mile radius of the site:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the mortality rate of the Veteran population for the area:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Describe the current use and projected future use of any lands, public or private, 
surrounding the site:  
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Describe the topography of the land on which the cemetery would sit, including 
but not limited to geographic survey data of the proposed cemetery site:  
 
 
 
 
  

 
Describe the proximity of this site to any existing cemeteries including but not 
limited to national Veterans cemeteries, county Veterans cemeteries, cemeteries 
that have plots devoted to Veterans, not-for-profit cemeteries and any other burial 
ground devoted to Veterans and any other type of burial grounds devoted to the 
interment of human remains that is of public record : 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Discuss the ability of this site to conform to the operating requirements 
established and enforced by the National Cemetery Administration of the United 
States:  
 
 
 
 

 
The realistic timeline from the date when the State acquires the land to the date 
when a functioning State Veterans Cemetery can open on the site, in compliance 
with all National Cemetery Administration requirements and all New York State 
requirements governing cemetery operations:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to answering all of the questions stated above, a complete RFI 
submission responding to this query must include the following items:  
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(1)  A detailed map of the site where the Respondent proposes to locate the 
State’s first State-Owned Veterans Cemetery, including all potential 
transportation routes to, from, and within the proposed site; 
 

(2)  A detailed historical description of the site, including all prior known uses of 
the land; and  
 

(3)  The most recent Environmental Impact Assessment conducted for the 
proposed site, together with any information that has changed in the period 
since that Environmental Impact Assessment took place. 

 
 

Section 1. 3: Respondent Information — Other Comments  

Please provide any additional information deemed necessary for the State to 
know about the proposed site. This is not a section to reiterate information 
already provided. The only information that should be provided here is information 
that is not listed or described in any of the responses provided above. Please 
confine responses to a maximum of 2,000 words. Any response beyond this word 
limit will not be considered.   
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	Text8: 400 acres.  Currently owned by the State of New York.  496 Center Road, Town of Pharsalia, Chenango County, New York.  
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	Text16: While the majority of the property is forested, several areas within the forested area have been cleared.  Those cleared areas have potential for future expansion of the cemetary-area of the property. As a former minimum security prison, there are several "camp-style" buildings remaining on the site that may have future value for re-use as part of an operating cemetary. Otherwise, they will be easily removable to further expand open-space areas.   
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While the Town of Pharsalia is very rural, a 75-mile radius from form Camp Pharsalia encompasses the Cities of Binghamton, Syracuse, Cortland, Ithaca, Oneonta and their surrounding urbanized communities.    The New York State Home for Veteran's and Their Dependents is located in Oxford (approximately 40 minute drive). 
	Text19: 
While not readily found, we would assume the mortality rate be somewhat higher than average.  Assumption based on aging population of the region in general, and Chenango County specifically.  
	Text20: The property is rural, surrounded by a few rural residential and agricultural uses.  The majority of the nearby lands are State-owned Forest Lands.  

Like much of rural upstate New York, the tendency for the Town of Pharsalia is for reductions of population and little nearby development pressure.     
	Text21: The open space area is gently sloped.  Geologic data from NYSDEC's Remedial Investigation of the Wood Treatment site encountered about four (4) feet of locally-derived fill of gravel, sand and silty clay.   
	Text22: Small, rural cemeteries dot the landscape throughout this area.    
	Text23: We can not claim detailed knowledge of the National Cemetery Administration regulations. However, as a somewhat "clean slate," intuition says the camp area could be made to fit the requirements.   
	Text24: Timeline would be driven mainly by use/re-use of existing site infrastructure.  With an aggressive construction schedule, we believe a 12-16 month preparation period could be realized.  
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