Attachment 1
RFI # 2456 - Respondent Response & Information Form
Please complete all questions herein. Do not leave blanks.
Section 1.1: Respondent Information
Respondent Name: Chenango County
Respondent Address: 5 Court Street, Norwich, NY 13815
New York State Vendor ID Number (if none, write “none”): 1000002587
Name of Respondent’s Primary Point of Contact: RC Woodford
Address of Respondent’s Primary Point of Contact: 5 Court Street, Norwich, NY 13815
Telephone Number of Respondent’s Primary Point of Contact: 607.337.1430
E-mail Address of Respondent’s’ Primary Point of Contact:
rcwoodford@co.chenango.ny.us

Section 1.2: Respondent Information — Specific to Solicitation
Size of the land available for purchase (in acres):
400 acres. Currently owned by the State of New York. 496 Center Road, Town of
Pharsalia, Chenango County, New York.

Number of gravesites that could be established upon this property:
While a majority of the property is wooded, approximately 15 acres in and around the former
Camp Pharsalia prison site are open spaces. At an average of 1,250 gravesites per acre,
approximately 18,750 gravesites could be accommodated.

Number of interments that could occur annually upon this property:
We do not beleive there would be a limitation on annual interments.
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Describe the types of interments that could occur upon this property (e.g.,
whether the site would be open for the interment of urns as well as caskets):
Any type of interment could occur on this property.

Describe the transportation accessibility to the cemetery by Veterans, their
families, and members of the public:
The subject property is in a rural area of northwestern Chenango County. Accessibility by
private vehicle is simple and scenic, however public transportation or other modes of
transportation are admittedly not available in this area.

State the estimated cost to New York State for acquiring this land, if any, and
describe the rationale that was used to provide this cost estimate:
$0. Currently owned by the State of New York. Former Camp Pharsalia Minimum Security
Prison, 496 Center Road, Pharsalia, New York.

State the estimated cost to New York State for constructing a cemetery upon this
property and describe the rationale that was used to provide this cost estimate:
Initial estimate is $500,000-700,000. Much of the area is greenspace with existing
roadways. However, signage, lighting, and attention to some of the remaining buildings may
be necessary.

State the estimated annual cost to New York State for operating a cemetery upon
this property, including but not limited to all maintenance costs and staffing costs,
and describe the rationale that was used to provide the cost estimate:
$50,000-150,000. O&M could range significantly, depending on use (if any) of the
infrastructure/buildings remaining the on the site from the Camp Pharsalia facility.
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Describe the scalability of a cemetery upon this site for future growth and
expansion:
While the majority of the property is forested, several areas within the forested area have
been cleared. Those cleared areas have potential for future expansion of the cemetaryarea of the property. As a former minimum security prison, there are several "camp-style"
buildings remaining on the site that may have future value for re-use as part of an operating
cemetary. Otherwise, they will be easily removable to further expand open-space areas.

Describe the realistic potential for funding for a cemetery upon this site from
federal, State, local, and private sector sources:
Other funding sources are unknown.

Discuss the population of Veterans and family members of Veterans who would
be best served by this site, including but not limited to data about the average
population age within a 75-mile radius of the site:
While the Town of Pharsalia is very rural, a 75-mile radius from form Camp Pharsalia
encompasses the Cities of Binghamton, Syracuse, Cortland, Ithaca, Oneonta and their
surrounding urbanized communities. The New York State Home for Veteran's and Their
Dependents is located in Oxford (approximately 40 minute drive).

Describe the mortality rate of the Veteran population for the area:
While not readily found, we would assume the mortality rate be somewhat higher than
average. Assumption based on aging population of the region in general, and Chenango
County specifically.

Describe the current use and projected future use of any lands, public or private,
surrounding the site:
The property is rural, surrounded by a few rural residential and agricultural uses. The
majority of the nearby lands are State-owned Forest Lands.
Like much of rural upstate New York, the tendency for the Town of Pharsalia is for
reductions of population and little nearby development pressure.
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Describe the topography of the land on which the cemetery would sit, including
but not limited to geographic survey data of the proposed cemetery site:
The open space area is gently sloped. Geologic data from NYSDEC's Remedial
Investigation of the Wood Treatment site encountered about four (4) feet of locally-derived
fill of gravel, sand and silty clay.

Describe the proximity of this site to any existing cemeteries including but not
limited to national Veterans cemeteries, county Veterans cemeteries, cemeteries
that have plots devoted to Veterans, not-for-profit cemeteries and any other burial
ground devoted to Veterans and any other type of burial grounds devoted to the
interment of human remains that is of public record :
Small, rural cemeteries dot the landscape throughout this area.

Discuss the ability of this site to conform to the operating requirements
established and enforced by the National Cemetery Administration of the United
States:
We can not claim detailed knowledge of the National Cemetery Administration regulations.
However, as a somewhat "clean slate," intuition says the camp area could be made to fit the
requirements.

The realistic timeline from the date when the State acquires the land to the date
when a functioning State Veterans Cemetery can open on the site, in compliance
with all National Cemetery Administration requirements and all New York State
requirements governing cemetery operations:
Timeline would be driven mainly by use/re-use of existing site infrastructure. With an
aggressive construction schedule, we believe a 12-16 month preparation period could be
realized.

In addition to answering all of the questions stated above, a complete RFI
submission responding to this query must include the following items:
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(1) A detailed map of the site where the Respondent proposes to locate the
State’s first State-Owned Veterans Cemetery, including all potential
transportation routes to, from, and within the proposed site;
(2) A detailed historical description of the site, including all prior known uses of
the land; and
(3) The most recent Environmental Impact Assessment conducted for the
proposed site, together with any information that has changed in the period
since that Environmental Impact Assessment took place.

Section 1. 3: Respondent Information — Other Comments
Please provide any additional information deemed necessary for the State to
know about the proposed site. This is not a section to reiterate information
already provided. The only information that should be provided here is information
that is not listed or described in any of the responses provided above. Please
confine responses to a maximum of 2,000 words. Any response beyond this word
limit will not be considered.
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RFI #2456
CAMP PHARSALIA
496 CENTER ROAD, TOWN OF PHARSALIA
CHENANGO COUNTY, NEW YORK.
Tax ID #92-1.-14
Given the 400 acres in total of the property, the Camp likely was formed from State-owned
forest lands, and is in fact still surrounded in large part by State-owned forest lands.
In the era of the Great Depression, the State of New York acquired many marginal farms
throughout this region of New York for the purpose of establishing forest lands. Over
subsequent years, Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camps were established to further that
cause.
These Depression-era CCC camps housed and put out-of-work men to work preparing sites and
planting tree seedlings on the newly acquired state lands to establish large tree plantations. It is
noted that many maps indicate an “Old CCC Truck Trail” in and through the former Camp
Pharsalia property. We believe a CCC Camp was located in nearby Town of McDonough.
Camp Pharsalia operated as a New York State minimum security prison camp for decades. Its
inmates were predominantly non-violent, serving short sentences. The prison camp had no
perimeter fence. The Camp had its own domestic drinking water supply, with drilled well and
treatment system, and an elevated water tank. An on-site wastewater treatment plant handled the
Camp’s effluent. In 2009, the Camp was closed.
The Prison Camp occupied about 25 acres of the 400-acre site. Several buildings on the site
served as dormitories, kitchen/dining, administration/offices, and program areas. These
buildings may have value for future re-use, or removal to expand open space.
For many years, a large component of the inmates’ work programs entailed forest-management
and wood product activities. From 1960 through 1977, Camp Pharsalia did have a wood
treatment facility on-site, which later was later identified as a hazardous waste site by the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). NYSDEC has overseen
remediation of the site and is seeking to de-list the site, as remediation has proven complete.
While the site boundary is a very small section (0.25 acres) of the camp property, future use of
the treatment site-proper may be restricted by its remediation and control plan (e.g., no
excavation).
Thus, the former uses of the property were initially agrarian, followed by forest plantation, then
the prison camp, with ancillary wood product uses.

